AAWG Meeting, Toronto, April 28, 2010
Opening Speaking Points on behalf of ITK by Jim Lyall, President, Nunatsiavut Government
       It is a pleasure to be here today.
       For those of you have not had a chance yet to visit Nunatsiavut, I can orient you by saying that Newfoundland and Labrador is a much blessed part of Canada, Labrador is a very special part of Newfoundland and Labrador, and Nunatsiavut is the best part of Labrador. 
       Mary Simon, President of ITK, has asked me to relay her regrets that she cannot be here today.
       ITK appreciates the amount of follow-up work that has taken place since the last meeting of Ministers and NAO leaders, and thanks all those officials who have contributed to this work.
       ITK also recognizes the able work of the Government of Ontario in coordinating the work over the winter and spring.
       From ITK’s perspective, the Council of Federation and its various working groups can perform a number of important functions in relation to Canada’s aboriginal peoples.  
       The Council offers a forum for provinces and territories to compare experiences in addressing aboriginal issues at the provincial and territorial level.
       The Council can become an incubator and disseminator of progressive and innovative ideas. 
       The Council allows Premiers and Ministers a chance to hear directly from NAO Leaders on aboriginal issues in an organized and efficient way.
       The Council offers strength in numbers, and a collective effort, in relaying important, and sometime difficult  truths to the Federal  Government  as to its own responsibilities in relation to aboriginal peoples and issues.
       And, finally, the Council can, as circumstances demand, serve as a kind of national voice --- and national conscience --- on how Canada as a whole must structure and conduct its relations with aboriginal peoples.
       ITK believes that, in its focus and its directions, this Working Group has been on the right path.
       Education, economic development, and the safety and security of women and other vulnerable portions of aboriginal societies, are worthy and timely priorities.
       All three of these topics are ones which require a high and sustained level of cooperation on the part of all levels of government and with aboriginal peoples. 
       All three require a realistic evaluation of both the kind of public sector financial investments that are needed, and the non-financial investments that are required in the form of leadership and creativity and good faith.
       None of these priorities can be parked into a neat water-tight jurisdictional compartment and left at somebody else’s front door.
       In the run-up to this meeting, ITK has been pleased at the collaborative work that has led to specific working papers on education, economic development and violence against aboriginal women, and has also led to a promising draft communiqué.
       The value of this working group is very much tied to its ability to contribute to wider public awareness and discussion.
       By way of outcomes from this meeting, ITK has some specific hopes.
       We would like to see a strong emphasis on the urgency of a First Ministers’ Meeting on aboriginal issues.
       We would like to see underscored the reality that all issues affecting aboriginal peoples in a direct and material way,  especially all those issues associated with our economic and social marginalization in Canada, demand the attention and active engagement of the Parliament and Government of Canada.
       We would like to see central recognition that education and economic development are two halves of a whole:   economic development without an educated and trained work force will not happen, and education and training will not reduce alienation and overcome social problems, if they cannot be expressed in job and other work opportunities. 
       I would like to remind colleagues assembled here that Inuit and Innu are still not included in the Indian Residential Schools Settlement.
       And finally we would like to see a shared willingness to examine how, without overlooking the need for regional and community flexibility, or the details of any implementing strategy, we might generate some key national priorities and clear national objectives to reduce unacceptable gaps that separate the life circumstances and life prospects of aboriginal and non-aboriginal Canadians.
       Thank you for your attention.
       I look forward to our discussions.

