
 

1 | 5  

                                        
                       

 

 

News  

I am delighted that one of my first duties as 
President of Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami is to report on 
developments at the Amaujaq National Centre for 
Inuit Education. In December 2013 the Amaujaq 
Centre was awarded a $325,000 Arctic Inspiration 
Prize for their work on school attendance initiatives 
in Inuit Nunangat. The Prize enabled the Amaujaq 
Centre to move forward on several projects 
including youth-directed video productions on stay-
in-school messages, community-based attendance 
projects, a parent-school toolkit and joint projects 
with northern partners.  
 
This partnership model is how the Amaujaq Centre 
operates. The Centre is a part of Inuit Tapiriit 
Kanatami, and focuses on improving Inuit education 
through transformative initiatives.  Most of our 
projects are initiated through education funding 
grants from donors, charitable foundations and 
corporate partners.  Our vision for making key 
investments in Inuit education stems from the 10 
recommendations of the National Strategy on Inuit 
Education released in 2011.   
 

While education levels and graduation rates among 
Inuit students are improving, the stark reality is that 
roughly 70% of Inuit students are not completing 
high school and some graduates find that their 
education is inferior to that of non-Aboriginal 
Canadians when attempting to pursue post-
secondary education. That is where we are trying to 
make a difference – by identifying projects in 
cooperation with governments, school boards and 
communities that can close gaps in educational 
outcomes for Inuit. In the past six months we have 
seen significant progress on two important projects 
in Inuit education: 
 

 Examining the feasibility of a unified writing 
system in the Inuit language (in partnership 
with the Counselling Foundation of Canada) 
  

 Developing Inuit specific assessment tools 
for early childhood education programs (in 
partnership with The J.W. McConnell Family 
Foundation).  
 

We have also been working with ArcticNet Centre 
of Excellence on a research initiative focused on the 
transition years where we are seeing the highest 
drop-out rates.  These and other projects identified 
in this issue are important developments in Inuit 
education as they recognize that investments in 
education are the single most important decisions 
we can make for our youngest generation.  
 
Natan Obed 
President, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami  
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Natan Obed, ITK President. 

 
Figure1 
Four Inuit Regions in Canada 

 
 
Figure 2 

The National Strategy’s 10 Recommendations 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Moving Forward on Strategy Priorities: 
 
In the past 6 months the Amaujaq Centre has been 
busy coordinating and supporting a number of 
projects with various project partners. Here’s what 
is happening: 
 
What does “Engaging Parents” mean? 
 
Schools cannot provide everything students need to 
succeed. The involvement of parents in their 
children’s education is a key part of student 
success. The attitudes parents have toward 
education, the level of control communities have 
over their children’s education, and the level of 
support provided by parents at home are all factors 
that can contribute to students succeeding in 
school. Engaging parents is about supporting 
parents in this important role in education.  
 
Getting the Message Out 
 
Thanks to the 2013 Arctic Inspiration Prize and 
funding from VALE Canada Ltd., CIBC, The 
Counselling Foundation, the RBC Foundation and 
regional Inuit organizations. The Amaujaq Centre 
has been able to launch a number of national 
initiatives focused on mobilizing parents, including 
projects aimed at improving attendance.  
 

 Last spring, the Amaujaq Centre launched a 

community-based grant program offering up to 

$5,000 for new projects aimed at getting kids to 

school.  Grants for Community-Based 

Attendance Projects were awarded for: 

o Volunteerism 

o Family Fitness 

o Parent-School Celebration Events 

o Parent and School Partnerships: 

Gatherings and Media Messages 
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o Transition from Elementary to High 

School Initiative 

o Return to School Projects 

o Parents, Students, Schools and 

Community Partnerships in Education 

o Strengthening Parent-Teacher 

Relationships in High School. 

 

 Utilizing the growing videography skills in the 

Arctic, the Amaujaq Centre launched a video 

contest aimed at producing video messages in 

Inuktitut and English on “getting students to 

school every day, all day, rested and ready to 

learn.” To date we have awarded two grants of 

$5,000 for video projects in Nunavut and 

Nunatsiavut. Look for these videos at 

www.amaujaq.ca.  

  

 In August we co-hosted a Video Workshop at 

the 2015 National Inuit Youth Summit, where 

the theme was developing short videos and 

vignettes on the importance of education and 

attendance.  

 
Collaborations 
 
Our partnership model for operating extends to 
community-based projects in Arctic communities 
and with initiatives developed in cooperation with 
territorial and provincial governments and school 
boards.  
 
With the benefit of Arctic Inspiration Prize funding 
we reached out to governments in the North to 
jointly fund and launch parent engagement 

projects. To date the Amaujaq Centre has 
collaborated on several regional initiatives 
including: 
 
Nunavik: An Inuit Rights of Passage Parent-School 
Toolkit was developed in partnership with the 
Kativik School Board and Innalik School in Inukjuak. 
The “Tool Kit of Ideas for Enhancing 
Communications and Involvement between Innalik 
School and the Parents and Community of 
Inukjuak” will be available this fall.  
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 

Toolkit Launch: Inukjuak 
 
Nunatsiavut: The Amaujaq Centre co-sponsored a 
parent workshop on improving attendance and 
communication between parents and the school in 
Nain. This spawned the planning of a monthly 
activity program beginning later this fall that will 
bring students, parents and teachers together on a 
monthly basis.  
 
Nunavut: The Amaujaq Centre is collaborating with 
the Government of Nunavut on developing an 
interactive parental engagement website. 
 

http://www.amaujaq.ca/
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Measuring Success in Inuit Education 
 
Following on the first-ever Forum on Research in 
Education planned and hosted in Iqaluit by the 
Amaujaq Centre in February 2013, a research call 
for proposals was issued through funding made 
available by ArcticNet Centre of Excellence. The 
research is to be directed at the priority areas 
found in the 2013 Report on the Forum. In 2014, 
funding was approved for a research team under 
the guidance of Dr. Alexander McCauley to develop 
a learning network for Inuit educators and 
educational leaders. A second call for research was 
released by ArcticNet in 2015. We are hoping to 
award the next research project in November in 
partnership with ArcticNet and TD Bank Group. 
 
Summit on the Unified Inuit Writing System 
 
Inuit have long discussed the idea of unifying our 
writing systems to promote and strengthen the use 
of Inuktut across dialects and across Inuit regions. 
Two years ago, through funding from The 
Counselling Foundation of Canada, the Amaujaq 
Centre launched a comprehensive examination of 
the feasibility of unifying the writing systems, 
beginning with consultations across the Arctic with 
Inuit language experts and speakers.  The results of 
these consultations conducted by the task group 
(Atausiq Inuktut Titirausiq) were presented in 
August in Iqaluit, Nunavut, at the Summit on the 
Unification of the Inuit Language Writing System. 
The recommendation from this summit is for 
jurisdictions to formally explore the 
implementation of an Inuit writing system rooted in 
a standardized form of roman orthography that is 
developed by Inuit for Inuit and introduced through 
the education system with quality materials, 
publications and training resources. The 
participants of this summit acknowledge that this 
process will take time and cannot be rushed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Then ITK President Terry Audla and The Counseling 
Foundation of Canada’s President Bruce Lawson at 

the Unification of the Inuit Language Writing 
System Summit. 

 
Increasing Access to Quality Early Childhood 
Education 
 
Research and discussion leading to the National 
Strategy on Inuit Education concluded that access 
to quality, culturally relevant early childhood 
education sets the standard for better education 
outcomes for children in the K-12 years. One of the 
missing elements in Inuit ECE is culturally relevant 
diagnostic assessment tools. With the support of 
The J. W. McConnell Family Foundation, ITK’s 
Amaujaq Centre and the Department of Health and 
Social Development are embarking on a project to 
develop national collaboration around an Inuit-
specific Developmental Screening and Assessment 
Tool. 
 
Katiqsugat: Inuit Early Learning Resources is a new 
interactive digital library of Inuit early childhood 
education (ECE) materials available in both English 
and Inuktitut. Designed as an online resource 
primarily for educators, teachers, parents, and 
childcare centre managers in Inuit Nunangat, 
Katiqsugat offers a way for Inuit to share their 
knowledge and resources about early learning, 
traditional teachings, child development, parenting, 
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and childrearing. Currently the collection includes 
teaching tools, policy manuals, recipes, research, 
and activity ideas – and we can’t wait to see it 
grow! Visit Katiqsugat: Inuit Early Learning 
Resources at http://katiqsugat.itk.ca/  
 
A University in the Arctic 
 
Canada is the only Arctic country that does not 
have a university in its northern regions, and there 
is a growing discussion on how this gap could be 
filled. In March, Terry Audla, NCIE Chair and ITK 
President presented at the Inuit Nunangat 
University Workshop in Iqaluit, which brought 
together key stakeholders to discuss and develop a 
roadmap for the creation of a university in Inuit 
Nunangat. A Report Summary was issued in May.  

(http://carleton.ca/3ci/wpcontent/uploads/268011
594-Inuit-Nunangat-University-
WorkshopReport.pdf) 
The workshop built on the momentum created last 
year by a $5 million donation from the chair of 
Agnico Eagle Mines. 
(http://www.nunatsiaqonline.ca/stories/article/656
74a_mirage_no_more_an_inuit_university_in_nuna
vut_takes_shape/ ) 
 
 
Inuit-Specific Education Resources 
 
The Amaujaq Centre is frequently contacted about 
education projects of national scope that seek to 
have Inuit specific content included in the results. 
Such was the case in the Speak Truth To Power 
Educational Resource project initiated by the 
Canadian Teachers Federation and launched July 
17, 2015. The resource kit features the words of 
former National Committee on Inuit Education 
Chairperson Mary Simon on Cultural Identity and 

Education. ( http://sttpcanada.ctf-
fce.ca/lessons/mary-simon/ 
 

 
We are beginning our planning on Inuit-specific 
education initiatives for 2016. If you would like to 
know more about what projects are in 
development or discuss partnership and funding 
opportunities, please contact: 

Heather Ochalski 
Ochalski@itk.ca  
613 238 8181   Ext 241 

 
2014 - 2015 Outreach 

Region  Event  Date 

Nunatsiavut Inuit Language 

Consultations  

 

Parental 

Engagement 

Meetings 

October 

2014 

 

March 

2015 

Inuvialuit 

Settlement 

Region  

Inuit Language 

Consultations  

November 

2014 

Nunavik Inuit Language 

Consultations 

Mar/April 

2015 

Nunavut  Inuit Language 

Consultations 

 

University of the 

Arctic Meeting 

May/June 

2015 

 

April 2015 

Nunavik  Inuit Language 

Consultations 

July 2015 
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