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News  

In the past eight months, since I took on the role of 
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami’s (ITK) Presidency and Chair 
of the National Committee on Inuit Education 
(NCIE), I have had the opportunity to raise the 
profile of Inuit education needs at the national level 
through various means and venues.  
 
First, ITK’s 2016-2019 strategy and action plan 
provides clear objectives for supporting Inuit self-
determination in education through the continued 
implementation and evaluation of the National 
Strategy on Inuit Education (NSIE). I am pleased to 
highlight the work that the Amaujaq National 
Centre for Inuit Education at ITK has been doing on 
the Unification of the Inuit Writing System and 
provide a glimpse to other priorities within the 
National Strategy that are in the process of being 
implemented.  
 
Second, I have had the opportunity to meet with 
Federal Ministers, Senate Committees, and the 
Canadian media to bring to light some of the 
political, social, and economic barriers and 
misconceptions that continue to exist for Inuit in 
education. For example, it is important for 
Canadians to understand that when the federal 
government is talking about Indigenous educational 
supports, what it is really talking about is First 

Nations education on reserves, which is not 
representative of the Inuit population. This 
misconception continues to be perpetuated in the 
national dialogue and one that we will continue to 
ask for fair representation in.  Despite gains made 
through our land claims agreements, nationally, 
Inuit continue to have the lowest high school 
graduation rates compared to First Nations, Metis, 
and non-Indigenous Canadians, setting them at a 
considerable social and economic disadvantage. 
 
These challenges in Inuit education are rooted in 
Canada’s colonial history and require collaborative 
solutions. We are working with our Inuit regional 
partners, provincial, territorial, and federal 
governments as well as the private sector to 
improve education outcomes for Inuit. By working 
together we come closer to achieving reconciliation 
for Inuit in this important area. 
 
I invite you to read our newsletter and contact us if 
you are interested in learning more or would like to 
become a partner.  
 

 
 
Natan Obed 
President, Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami  
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According to the 2012 Aboriginal Peoples Survey 
(Bougie, 2013),  Inuit continue to have the lowest 
high school graduation rates at 42% compared to 
72% for First Nations, 77% for Metis and nearly 90% 
for non-Indigenous Canadians, which exceeds  all 
three Indigenous groups and is more than double 
the Inuit high school graduation rate. 
 
Several historical and contemporary socio-
economic factors are linked to and play a role in 
influencing educational outcomes for Inuit such as 
overcrowded housing and poverty.  One of the 
major factors that has contributed to these 
conditions is the decline of Inuit knowledge systems 
and the autonomy and ability to teach and learn in 
our own language from birth to adulthood.   
 
The historical suppression of our culture and 
language in the education system has come at a 
huge cost. UNESCO (2012) has indicated that there 
are significant negative outcomes that come from 
suppressing language and culture:  

 
Loss of language and culture is frequently 
accompanied by large human social costs, 
including poverty, poor health, drug and alcohol 
abuse, family violence and suicide. 

 

In contemporary educational settings, research 
shows that students taught in Native language 
immersion programs have several positive 
outcomes such as better educational performance, 
language knowledge gains, the ability to transfer 
numeracy and literacy skills to their second 
language, and increased strengths for both families 

and college students which in turn foster 
community well-being and inclusiveness within the 
wider society (Fontaine, 2012; Pease-Pretty on Top, 
2003; UNESCO, 2012).   
 
It is within this context that we are working to 
support Inuit to take the lead in the development of 
Inuit-specific school systems.  Unifying the Inuit 
language writing system –a writing system created 
by Inuit for Inuit- is a step toward this self-
determination and reconciliation with the wider 
Canadian society. 
 
 

Inuit Writing Systems Today 

 

 
In 2012, ITK and the National Committee on Inuit 
Education established the Atausiq Inuktut Titirausiq 
Task Group (AIT).  This task group includes language 
specialists/linguists from each Inuit region and is 
coordinated by the National Inuit Language 
Coordinator.  In August of 2015 we hosted an Inuit 
Language Writing System Summit in Iqaluit and the 
recommendation from the participants was to 
continue the exploration of a unified Inuit language 
writing system.  This recommendation was 
supported by the ITK Board of Directors in October 
of 2015.   

Language Unification and Educational Success 

“Inuit continue to have the lowest high school 
graduation rates compared to First Nations, 

Metis, and non-Indigenous Canadians, setting 
them at a considerable social and economic 

disadvantage.” 
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Over the course of the next twelve months the 
Atausiq Inuktut Titirausiq Task Group and the 
National Committee on Inuit Education will: 

 Continue to engage with Inuit on a unified 
Inuit language writing system 

 Continue to research and identify the 
speech components of Inuktut; and the 
current Inuktut orthographies in use. 

 Recommend draft symbols for the unified 
Inuit language writing system 

 Identify guidelines for determining 
proficiency in the recommended writing 
system.  

 Recommend the draft spelling rules for 
combinations of symbols, with a sample list. 

 

 

 
The Atausiq Inuktut Taskgroup met in February to continue 

the exploration of the Unified Inuit Language Writing System. 

 
 

Moving Forward on Strategic Priorities 

 
Please stay tuned for future issues of our 
newsletter that will bring you information on the 
other projects we are implementing at Inuit Tapiriit 
Kanatami’s Amaujaq National Centre for Inuit 
Education. A glimpse of what they will include: 
 
Early Childhood Education 

 Progress in Inuit-specific assessment strategies. 

National Forum  
 Students requiring additional supports in Inuit 

Education. 

Research in Education 
 Updates on the ArcticNet Research Recipients in 

Inuit Education. 

Parent Engagement 
 Our continued work with parents and 

communities. 

Pilot Atlas of the Inuit Language  
 Online interactive Atlas of Inuit languages across 

Inuit Nunangat. 

 

Educational Resources 

 
Katiqsugat: Inuit Early Learning Resources is a new 
interactive digital library of Inuit early childhood 
education (ECE) materials available in both English 
and Inuktitut: http://katiqsugat.itk.ca/  
 
Speak Truth to Power Canada: is an education 
resource with full lesson plans that teachers can use 
to teach human rights in their classroom. The Inuit 
component highlights the National Strategy on Inuit 
Education and Mary Simon as the Defender for 
Cultural Identity and Education: 
http://sttpcanada.ctf-fce.ca/lessons/mary-simon/  
 
Inuktitut Magazine:  All issues of Inuktitut 
Magazine are available for you to read on-line or 
download. You can use the Back Issues section to 
get detailed information about each issue. 
https://www.itk.ca/publication/magazine/inuktitut
/cover-browser  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://katiqsugat.itk.ca/
http://sttpcanada.ctf-fce.ca/lessons/mary-simon/
https://www.itk.ca/publication/magazine/inuktitut/back-issue
https://www.itk.ca/publication/magazine/inuktitut/cover-browser
https://www.itk.ca/publication/magazine/inuktitut/cover-browser
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In the News 

The National Committee on Inuit Education (NCIE) met on 
March 30 and 31, 2016 to discuss the next set of priorities for 

the implementation of the National Strategy on Inuit 
Education. 

 
The ITK Board of Directors met face-to-face on April 
7, 2016 and adopted the board resolution, 
“Inuktut” to refer to the Inuit language, inclusive of 
all dialects in Inuit Nunangat. Prior to this 
resolution, there was no other linguistic term that 
covered all and only the Inuit language groups in 
Inuit Nunangat. 
 
On May 9, 2016 Canada’s Minister of Indigenous 
and Northern Affairs, Carolyn Bennet announced at 
the United Nations’ Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues, that the federal government will 
lift its permanent objector status (Nunatsiaq News, 
2016). 
 
Article 13 of the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP, 2008) states: 
 

Indigenous peoples have the right to 
revitalize, use, develop and transmit to 
future generations their histories, 
languages, oral traditions, philosophies, 
writing systems and literatures, and to 
designate and retain their own names for 
communities, places and persons. 

At Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami, we are committed to 
working with the federal government to support 
the implementation of the declaration in Canada. 
 

Collaborations 

 
Our partnership model of operating extends to 
community-based projects in Arctic communities 
and with initiatives developed in cooperation with 
territorial and provincial governments and school 
boards.  
 
With the benefit of contributions from private 
donors, Banks, Foundations and Corporations, we 
are able to implement the priority strategies. 
 
If you would like to know more about what projects 
are in development or discuss partnership and 
funding opportunities, please contact: 

Heather Ochalski 
Ochalski@itk.ca  
613 238 8181   Ext 241 
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